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An Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Les  Amis  du  Pont  Bailey took place  at  the  Marie in  St  Sever 
(Calvados) on 19th April 2013.

The association's president, Nigel Hay, 
took  the  chair  and  declared  the 
meeting open. There were nine people 
present and  another  12 who  had 
elected to vote by proxy.  Christopher 
Long  agreed  to  stand  in  as  a 
temporary secretary and Sarah Long to 
stand  as  a  temporary  treasurer  for 
2013.

This picture was painted by one of our youngest 
and most  faithful  members,  Nathan Bourrel  of 
Landelles-et-Coupigny.

The temporary secretary reminded the 
meeting  of  the  main  object  and 
purpose of the Society : to  be the owners and guardians of two 'bridges' (Bailey and Whale) which 
serve  as  rare  and  potent  memorials  to  all  those  who  gave  their  lives,  health  or  freedom  in  the 
Liberation of Normandy in World War ll.

Of last year's  committee five people  were present (Nigel  Hay, Sarah Long,  Georges de Coupigny, 
Armelle  de  Coupigny  and Christopher  Long)  and  two represented  by  proxy   (Jean  Collette  and 
Catherine Godbarge who had written to say that she was otherwise engaged) while Pierre Desjardins, 
Jean-Paul Daval and Georges de Coupigny had said they wished to stand down from the committee. 
The meeting was also attended by Jean Delafontaine who had been the society's offcial photographer 
in 2008 and 2009.

Nigel Hay then read out the President's Report :

« Spring 2013 marks the end of a difficult phase for the association.

The Whale project with Vire had started off 2 years ago with good intentions under the leadership of our founder president Christopher.  

The society was mobilised to prepare the Whale for sandblasting and we spent a hectic day undoing all the treadway foor sections – which  
after more than 70 years of neglect were in pretty good repair. Despite some obstinate bolts, we managed the task with few problems – and we  
all went home with all our fingers!

Ironically, we discovered makers plates on the Whale sections welded in by AP Braithwaite who had built many of Britian’s largest bridges, 
marked “APB 1943” – our association is of course “APB”  so perhaps we were meant to save this particular Whale.

Our detailed inspection and report of each element showed that less remedial work than was expected was needed to ensure the Whale could 
be used in its original format. However the engineering department at Vire had their own ideas as to how the now dismantled Whale should 
be used.  We couldn’t agree to those plans, and despite a frank meeting at the Hotel de Ville, it became apparent that the project couldn’t be 
completed on our terms, which would preserve the Whale intact rather than cut up and modified, we had to look for a suitable home.  

Président : Nigel Hay. Jean Collette. Sarah Long. Armelle de Coupigny.
Simon de Lautour. Lem Boekestein. Michel Manson. Peter Strange.

Président d'honneur : Christopher Long.



Les AMIS du PONT BAILEY

The town of Vire kindly offered to provide the logistics and transport from their depot to the Whale’s final destination. 

After a period of uncertainty, a home was found for the Whale -  at the new Normandy Tank Museum at Carentan which opens in May. 
Patrick Nerrant the museum’s curator was delighted to accept our offer of a long term loan of the Whale – and within days of informing Vire, 
the bridge was delivered to its new home which is  La Fourchette - Avenue du Cotentin, 50500 CATZ.

M. Nerrant is going to restore the Whale and use it as an outside display, hopefully with a vehicle mounted on it.  We have to formalise our 
agreement with its new keeper, which we will address in the coming weeks.

So, we can proudly say, despite some challenges  we have saved a Whale for posterity  - but for our association it became a Bridge Too Far.

We must say goodbye to our Secretary who has resigned  - Pierre Desjardins and may I take this moment to thank him for his hard work.

But we have several new people who we will introduce to you tonight, who are joining our committee.

Sarah Long deserves a special “thank you” – as you all know I don’t speak French that well and of course . As well as all her hospitality and 
work for the association Sarah has been a tower of help to me in my term as president and I would like you all to join me in thanking her.

If it wasn’t for Christopher and his determination to preserve the bridge at Pont Farcy, none of us would be here tonight  and I always knew 
that as our founding president he would be a hard act to follow.  In recognition of all he has done for the association, I would like to appoint 
him as  'Président d’honneur'  - and would you all please join me in thanking him.

The new committee will meet shortly to plan some social events and of course to discuss how we continue to preserve the Bailey Bridge at  
Pont Farcy – which was always our primary aim. »

Sarah  Long  read  the  accounts  (which  are  permanently  available  for  view  at 
<www.christopherlong.co.uk/  baileybridge/apbaccounts.html  >). She said that at the end of 2012 the 
society's  funds  stood  at  €849.02  (compared  with  €527.82  the  previous  year).  The  only  notable 
expenditures  had  been  the  cost  of  the  previous  year's  AGM  (€35.00)  and  the  annual  insurance 
premium for the Bailey Bridge (€88.68). The accounts were duly accepted as correct by the members.

New members of the committee for 2013 were then duly elected by existing members of the Society, 
having  been  proposed  and seconded  by members  present  or  by  valid  voters-by-proxy.  The  new 
committee for 2013 is thus : Nigel Hay, Sarah Long, Jean Collette, Armelle de Coupigny, Simon de 
Lautour, Lem Boekestein, Peter Strange, Michel Manson and Christopher Long.

Nigel Hay asked the new committee to join with him in thanking George de Coupigny for his  support 
and help over the previous fve years and it was similarly agreed that Jean Delafontaine be made a life  
member of the APB in recognition of his long-term help and support.

The new committee was informed that Georges de Coupigny, on behalf of the A.V.P.P.S. had requested 
the return of €300 loaned to the APB when it was frst formed in 2008. The members unamimously 
authorised its temporary treasurer to make this repayment.

It was then agreed that all further decisions concerning the activities of the Society in 2013 would be  
discussed at another meeting in a week or two's time when all the active members could be present.

Minutes prepared the Secretary, Christopher Long :                         …..........................................   …........…........

Approved by the President, Nigel Hay :                                            …..........................................   .…...................
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